
During the cold months of winter
the days are short and the nights
are long. Every night the sun has
gone to bed well before Teddy
Horsley climbs the stairs to his
own bedroom. Outside the night
is dark and Teddy Horsley feels
the darkness creeping into the
corners of his room. 

Teddy Horsley is a bear who
sometimes feels scared of the
night-time. He pushes open his
bedroom door to peep inside.
Then he sees something stir in
the corner and dark shadows
play on the walls. When Mr and
Mrs Henry switch on the lamp
the shadows disappear and
Teddy Horsley sees the sleepy
cat stretch in the corner. Teddy
Horsley feels safe because Mr
and Mrs Henry are there to
protect him. 

Teddy Horsley is a bear who
sometimes feels scared of the
night-time. He picks up his toys
to put them in the cupboard.
Then he sees something hiding
under the bed and teasing him in
the darkness. When Mr and Mrs
Henry lift up the bedspread
Teddy Horsley laughs at his
slippers lying there. Teddy
Horsley feels safe because Mr
and Mrs Henry are there to
protect him.

Teddy Horsley is a bear who
sometimes feels scared of the
night-time. He folds up his
clothes to put them on the table.
Then he feels something moving
behind the curtains and trying to
get into the room. When Mr and
Mrs Henry pull the curtains back
Teddy Horsley finds the window
open and the cold night breeze
blowing in. Teddy Horsley feels
safe because Mr and Mrs Henry
are there to protect him.

Teddy Horsley is a bear who
sometimes feels scared of the
night-time. He peers through the
window to look at the black night
outside. Then he hears
frightening noises echo through
the darkness. When his eyes
adjust to the darkness, he sees
the friendly tawny owl hooting
‘goodnight’. Teddy Horsley feels
safe because Mr and Mrs Henry
are there to protect him. 

Teddy Horsley is a bear who has

learnt to feel safe at night-time.
When he gets into his bed,
Teddy Horsley turns off the light.
He still sees shadows playing on
the wall, but he is not afraid. He
still feels movement behind the
curtains, but he is not afraid. He
still hears noises echo through
the darkness, but he is not
afraid. Teddy Horsley feels safe
because the Lord is there to
protect him through the night.

Note: The Teddy Horsley books
are published by Christian
Education, 1020 Bristol Road,
Birmingham, B29 6CB; 
Tel. 0121 472 4242,
www.christianeducation.org.uk 

This article is based on the book
Night Time, inspired by Psalm
91.

The Lord will cover you with his
wings;
you will be safe in his care;
his faithfulness will protect and
defend you.
You need not fear any dangers at
night
or sudden attacks during the day 
or the plagues that strike in the
dark
or the evils that kill in the
daylight. �

Teddy Horsley lives in North
Wales with Betsy Bear and

Professor Leslie J Francis.
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In this extraordinary book of
the Bible, learning is seen as a
continuing process which fits
us to make the right way
through life. Learning is seen
as making a person beautiful,
‘a fair garland’ and as a way of
keeping us out of entanglement
in life’s problems and snares:
‘for in vain is the net baited
while the bird is looking on’
(Proverbs 1.17). So learning is
not just about amassing facts
or gaining handfuls of
qualifications; it is about a
process of discernment and of
finding out the right way to live
and behave. The ‘beauty’ it
gives us is a witness to others.
Foolishness, or ‘folly’, in
Proverbs, is not about being

stupid or unable to learn, but
about not bothering to use
what we experience, and not
using reflection to make the
right choices about how to live.
Lifelong learning, then, feeds
directly into ‘righteousness,
justice and equity’.
Commitment to learning
changes our environment and
makes the kingdom of God
possible.

Learning and right living are
also dependent on faith. The
unknowable mystery of God is
at the heart of our learning,
reminding us that the ability to
wonder, and to perceive the
mystery of the creation with
awe, sets our learning in

context. We need lifelong
learning, not only to remind
ourselves of how much more
there is to know, wrestle with
and marvel at, but also that our
ultimate destiny with God
promises us a more complete
knowledge and final
understanding: ‘Now I know
only in part; then I will know
fully’ says St Paul, in 
1 Corinthians 13.

Much of this is set out in the
gospels, too. We know that
learning was an important part
of Jesus’ early life, and that
learning is also equated with
spiritual growth: ‘And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in
years, and in divine and human
favour’ (Luke 2.52). It is only on
the basis of this formation,
both within his Jewish family
and debating with others in the
Temple, that Jesus becomes
the more familiar Teacher of his
public ministry. Yet how
different a teacher Jesus is
from the scribes and the
Pharisees, who use a dry
legalistic knowledge to try and
trick and trap him. Jesus is
surprised and delighted by
people’s insights, responses
and questions. Moreover, when
Jesus calls his disciples, it is
not on the basis of how much
they know already, but whether
their hearts are open and they
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Teddy Horsley is a bear
with a vocation for

ministry among children.
In this series of articles

Leslie J Francis
introduces themes

relevant for working with
children in rural churches

The beginning of the book of Proverbs is both beautiful and
evocative of a world that God desires for us:

For learning about wisdom and instruction,
for understanding words of insight,
for gaining instruction in wise dealing,
righteousness, justice and equity;
to teach shrewdness to the simple,
knowledge and prudence to the young –
Let the wise also hear and gain in learning,
and the discerning acquire skill,
to understand a proverb and a figure,
the words of the wise and their riddles.
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge;
fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Proverbs 1. 2-7

Students at the Centre for Studies in Rural Ministry

About bears, night-
time and God
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time and God

COUNTRY WAY 41 NEW STYLE  20/12/05  09:31  Page 11




