Earth Matters: Prayers for the Earth
Blue journey 2
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In this space, we suggest various options for prayer on mission in relation to the environment.

We also offer our own meditation on the words of the fifth mark of mission. Each section of the meditation has a prayer, a picture to think about and something to do. You can use just the words, just the pictures or just the activities if you prefer, depending on how you would like to engage prayerfully with the issues raised by the house and this space in particular. Thoughts, ideas and actions could be put down in your notebook, journal or blog, or you might want to imagine putting objects into your rucksack as you decide on any changes you want to make in your life as you pray your way through this space.
Some places to find different prayer resources:

Creation Time worship resources at Churches Together in Britain and Ireland at http://www.ctbi.org.uk/CJB/295 

Earth Abbey: resources for contemplation and lectio divina at http://www.earthabbey.com/chapel 
CAFOD: prayers, reflections and other resources at: http://www.cafod.org.uk/worship/environment 

Resources from the Diocese of Portsmouth here: http://portsmouth.anglican.org/what_we_do/environment_and_ecology/worship_resources_on_environmental_theme/ 
A Rocha’s eco-congregation resources available here: http://ew.ecocongregation.org/resources/module2 

To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth

Prayer

1 To strive…

God, creator of the universe,

Fill us with your love for the creation,
for the natural world around us,
for the earth from which we come

and to which we will return.

Awake in us energy to work for your world;
let us never fall into complacency, ignorance, 

or being overwhelmed by the task before us.

Help us to restore, remake, renew.

Amen

Image

What sort of things might these eggs make you think about?
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http://www.morguefile.com/archive/display/101255 
Activity

Contemplation from Sharing God’s Planet
Find a quiet place where you will not be disturbed for a period. Your attitude is one of self-sacrifice, and this begins with the sacrifice of time and other worldly commitments. Sit with your eyes closed and your body still and upright. Take some time to find a comfortable but upright position. When your body is still and at rest, watch the movements of your mind, and allow all the thoughts that are passing just to pass. See them as being like traffic, just passing through. Don’t latch on to any of

them, but don’t try and exclude them either. Let them, and everything else that is happening outside, just be. Rest there, without adding anything, just allowing everything for at least ten minutes. You are like Mary, who was content to wait on the Lord. ‘Be it unto me according to

Thy word’ (Luke 1.38). Now gently let your attention rise up and outwards. Open your eyes.

Contemplate what is before them from the divine love that may have touched you. 
Prayer 

2. To safeguard….
Jesus, Redeemer of the World, 
Remind us to consider the lost lilies, the disappearing sparrows;
teach us not to squander precious resources;
help us value habitats: seas, deserts, forests

and seek to preserve this world in its diversity. 
Alert us to the cause of all living creatures

destroyed wantonly for human greed or pleasure;
Help us to value what we have left

and to learn to live without taking more than we give.
Amen

Image

What kind of relationships do you see in this picture?
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http://www.morguefile.com/archive/display/122276 

Activity

Find out what trusts, organisations or other charities operate in your local area which are working to safeguard animal or plant populations. Use those organisations to pick something you could do fairly easily to help safeguard the wildlife, trees and plants in your area. It might be as simple as putting out some food and water for birds in the winter. Make a note of what you choose. 
If you are part of a church which has a churchyard, www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk  will tell you more about how a churchyard can become a ‘living sanctuary’ for wildlife. 
Prayer

3. Integrity of creation

Spirit of the Living God
At the beginning you moved over the face of the waters.
You brought life into being, the teeming life
that finds its way through earth and sea and air,
that makes its home around us, everywhere.
You know how living things flourish and grow

How they co-exist; how they feed and breed and change

Help us to understand those delicate relationships,
value them, and keep them from destruction. 
Amen
Image

What might this image suggest to you about how living things are dependent upon one another?
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http://www.morguefile.com/archive/display/730773 

Activity: the plight of British bees

When people think about animals becoming endangered or extinct, they often think of high profile animals like pandas and tigers. But there are problems too for creatures which we are so familiar with that we overlook them, not realising that they are under threat as well. We don’t just need to save endangered wild animals, but also to safeguard the future of the creatures around us.

For example, bees in Britain are under serious threat and need our active help to safeguard their future. 

Here are some things you can do to safeguard the future of bees.

· Find out all about bees and what they need.

· If you have a garden, plant bee-friendly plants.

· Use less insecticide

· Support local beekeepers or find out more about keeping bees.

· Make a ‘bee house’ for solitary bees

Prayer

4. To sustain…..
God, of the living earth

You have called people to care for your world -
you asked Noah to save creatures from destruction.
May we now understand how to sustain your world –

Not over-fishing, not over-hunting,

Not destroying trees, precious rainforest

Not farming soil into useless dust.
Help us to find ways to use resources wisely

to find a path to good, sustainable living

in peace and harmony with creatures around us.
Amen

Image

How do you think the plants and animals in this picture be reasonably sustained in the future?
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http://www.morguefile.com/archive/display/72268 

Activity
Have a look at the audit document at http://www.shrinkingthefootprint.org/misc_lib/73.pdf and think about the energy needs of your church. See if you can think about changing at least one thing to conserve energy.

If you want to think about cutting your carbon footprint as a personal exercise, have a think about these possibilities:
· Use energy saving lightbulbs

· Turn off appliances when not in use or on standby

· Turn off lights when you leave a room

· Use re-useable bags at the supermarket

· Turn your thermostat down, especially when you are going out

· Make sure your water isn’t unnecessarily hot

· Seal and insulate your home properly

· Close curtains at night to keep heat in

· Recycle as much as you can, and send as little as possible to landfill

· Keep car tyres properly inflated

· Walk rather than drive if you can
· Only wash clothes and/or dishes when you have a full load, or use economy settings
· Turn off the tap when cleaning your teeth

· Put a ‘hippo’ in your lavatory cistern

· Use water saving devices, such as a water-saving showerhead, or a water butt to retain rainwater for watering plants etc

You can make these activities part of your prayer life, offering the sacrifice of saved energy to God’s use and becoming more mindful of energy as a gift to us. 
See more at http://www.shrinkingthefootprint.org/action.php?BE 
Prayer

5. To renew…..
Jesus, who raised the dead to life

Help us to find ways to renew

what we have broken, damaged and destroyed:

Where we have taken too much water,

polluted the air, poured plastic into the sea,

cut down the forests and soured fertile soils.
Help all those who work to find solutions to 

damage and decay;  give hope to those

who are today working for a greener future.

Amen
Image

What might this image suggest to you about the fragility of the planet?

[image: image6.jpg]



http://www.morguefile.com/archive/display/214057 
Activity
We live in a society which tends to throw away things when they get old or out of date, in fact some things are not designed to be used for very long: this is called ‘planned obsolescence’. This means that we are constantly buying new things and throwing old things away, even if they’re theoretically still quite useable. We are much less likely today to mend things or find new uses for our worn possessions.
Think about what skills you have which would enable you to keep things in use or find new uses for them. Can you sew?  Can you knit or do patchwork? Would you be good at inventing things to do with food leftovers? Are you good at DIY, jewellery making or creative arts; can you make new things from old materials, can you make new artworks, toys or furnishings? Have a think about one thing you could do to bring an out of date, torn or broken thing in your own home back into new use.

As a church, you could get together to contribute materials to make items to sell at your church bazaar or fete, or a simple bring and buy sale in school.  

Make a note of something you aim to ‘renew’ or imagine putting that object into your rucksack.

Prayer
6. The life of the earth

Spirit of Life,

Without you the world is dead and empty.

Empower us to respect the life of the earth:
the breathing leaves of trees on urban streets,

the bleak spaces of moors and deserts,
the delicate edges of coastal waters,
even the spider hanging in the corner…
Make us aware of our place among them

and to value and cherish all you have given us.
Amen
Image

What does this picture make you think about?
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http://www.morguefile.com/archive/display/137778 
Activity

Find out what you can about natural cycles such as the carbon cycle, nitrogen cycle, water cycle or animal food chains. 
These natural processes are disrupted by human pollution such as burning fossil fuels, vehicle emissions, contamination of the soil and water sources using chemicals especially pesticides, littering, and destruction of animal and plant habitats.

Try and identify at least one thing you could change to cut down on human pollution of the world around us, even if it’s only picking up a few pieces of litter. 

Write down what you’ve decided to change in your notebook, journal or blog and keep a note of your progress. 
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We hope that you find this space has enriched your prayers and helped you make a deeper connection with God’s world.  You can now use your thoughts and ideas to explore other spaces in the house, where you might find what you have done here draws you more deeply into the complexity and urgent necessity for the fifth mark of mission. Come back to this space later if you want to pray about it some more.

Where would you like to go now? Where else will your journey take you?
Yellow journey 1, 2, 3,4 – text based exploration

Green journey 1,2, 3, 4 more things to do, research, look at

Blue journey 1, 3,4  prayers, music, reflection

Pink journey 1,2,3,4 spirituality based activities, following Jesus, changing our lives
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