Foundationsfor Mission

A study of language, theology and praxisom the UK and
Ireland perspective

Anne Richards, Jol@lark, Martin Lee, Philip Knights, Janice Price, Paul Rolph, Nigel Rooms



Contents

Foreword Bob Fyffe

Executive Summary

Introduction

Background to the project

Phase 11 Searclof Websites: National churches and agencies

Phase 1.2 Analysis of selecté¥debsites National churches and

agencies

Phase 21 Survey National churches and agencidscal churches in

Nottinghamshire, EnglandBIAMS conference attendees
Phase 2.2 ransition: Theories of Mission: the BIAMS perspective
Phase 3l In-depth Interviewswith leaders from the Local Survey

Phase 2 In-depth Interviews with leaders from théNational

Survey
Conclusios and Outcomes
Appendces

Works cited and further reading



Foreword: Bob Fyffe



Executive Summary

Websites are a necessary tool of communication. However, public language about mission and
theological statements may be less important than other website constituents. Pictudestairies
may be underestimated as indicators of mission understanding. Websites themselves may be

underestimated as actual instruments of mission.
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containng the word mission. However, naming priorities within mission is more difficult. Some kinds
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works through human beings and who is best equipped to undertake mission prove more difficult to

deal with.

Leadership and representation make articulation of the Foundations for Mission more complex

especiaB o KSy GKSNB A& I+ 3IIFL) 6SGs6SSy + £SIFRSNDa LISN.
team members, and between the mission training of clergy leaders and their congregations. Such

tensions can be both creative and frustrating and are sometimes solvedypy WK 2t A 4G A OQ
understanding of mission. Reflection on mission issues through a statement survey is extremely
challenging and helpfuh elucidating such gaps and provoking growth in mission reflection and

understanding

Themissio Deis a weak driver fomission. At local level there is more emphasis on biblical drivers
such as Matthew 28. 19. Theological drivers only emerge more clearly when embedded in mission
experience. The Foundations for Mission emerge more clearly when described within the afntext
experience. Reflection through engagement with a missiologieaiberienced person is helpful in

exploring both drivers for mission and new ideas.
Recommendations:

Churches and agencies at national and local level should pay more attention to éixsites as

missiological tools. A tool to help this process has been developed as a result of this research.

Churches and agencies at national and local level should undertake mission audit as a means to
opening up their understanding of their own missigiteal drivers. A range of tools based on the

research survey will be developed to enable this process.



Churches and agencies at national and local level can benefit from reflection and engagement with
mission theological issues. A tool to enable this aditen has been developed as a result of this

research.



Introduction

There has been much written about the theory and practice of mission since the Edinburgh World
Mission Conference in 1918.hundred years later, a number of theological ideas and miagjon
practices have come and gone; some missiological perspectives have been discarded as
inappropriate while others are still seen as experimental. One hundred years after the first

Edinburgh conference questions about the theory and practice of missitie ldKand Irelandstill

need to be asked, particularly in a world of new technologies and news ways of reaching people. This
study uses a combination of website analysigyeyresearch andn-depth interviews among

national churches and agencies acrtss denominationsn the UKandIreland toshow that

confidently stated foundations for mission atlee theological understanding of mission do not
necessarilynatch theeffect of mission practice or the rationale for mission owned by people

2N AKS WP diy RQ® ¢ K A diten¥ Sismyaich bigticdeitheolvdgyahddBtionalé

for mission practiceet out in academic studyy mission theologian®ffered inmissiontraining and
formation, andadopted by churches and agencies, dnelcomplexandY S&aae Q y I G dzNB 2 F
the grass roots, especially in relation to contemporary situations such as a multicultural and

religiously plural society.

We suggesthat it cannot be simply assumday church leader§ K| i WYAaairAz2y Aa SOSNE
1Y26 ¢KI G Y Aodr&tddg showshatih prackioflie® is considerabldisparityabout

the source omission how it relates to God, who is it faand what its outcomes shoukttuallybe.

Mission is therefore not something which has had #y,cout isstill waiting for a clearer

understanding of its function iaur present evolving contextsVe also suggeshat muchmore

attention needs to be paid to the complexity of mission theology and praxis as it is lived in local
contextsacross the deominationsand promulgated from the Uland Irelandacross the world and

that there are dangers in simply ascribing to prograaimforms ofmission action withoutareful

attention to local needs and situatior's.

LA point made clearly iMissionrShaped Church
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Background to the Project

Edinburgh 1910

The World Missionary Conference, held in Edinburgh 1910, was considered a defining moment for

0KS OKdzZNODKSa Ay (KS KAAG2NE 2F YAdaAirzyod 9AITKG W
YAZAA2Y 62N ¢2dZ R f LanyingithaGospel wrgllfhS NoChrikign KSI RAy 33
WorldQ The @hurch in the Mission Figldduc#®n in Relation to the Christianization of National

LifeQ Misslnary Message in Relation to the NGhristian Worl@ The Rreparation of Missionari@sx

Whe Home Base ofission$) Misskins and Governmerfs | g-Bperdtion and the Promotion of

UnityQd . SOl dzaS 2F GKS AAIYATFTAOFIYyOS 2F (GKAa S@Syid |
theology and praxis in the century following, it was considered right to celebratedtienary of

the 1910 conference by holding another conference in Edinbir@®10. Beginning in 2005, an

international group was set up to produce an inrt@mtinental and multdenominational project.

The project, based at New College and the Chur@cofland offices in Edinburgh was headed by Dr

Daryl Balia as its international director and governed by a 20 member General CoAinaitcount

of the 1910 World Missionary Conference and the proposals for celebrating its centenary was given

by Dr Kireen Kim at the BIAMs conference in July 2609.

Edinburgh 2010

.dZAf RAY3 2y GKS WwO2YYAaairzyaQ 2F GKS mdomn O2y TSN
study themes onFoundations for missigrChristian mission among other faith®lission and post

modernity, Mission and powerForms of missionary engagemenitheological education and

formation, Christian communities in contemporary conteX$ission and unity ecclesiology and

mission andMission spirituality and authentic discipleshlp addition, thee would be seven

WGNI yagSNEFEQ GKSYSAa OdzidAy3d ( RdRaiwdnd miksioh § KS 2 (0 K
Youth and missiarHealing and reconciliatigmible and missigrContextualization, inculturation

and dialogue of worldviewsSubaltern voicesandEcological perspectives on missfon

Foundations for Mission study theme

% http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/aboutedinburgh2010.htm|
3 A revised version is available in pdf or audio versiorgtat//www.martynmission.camac.uk/pages/hme
seminarpapers.php

4 Seehttp://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/studythemes.html
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http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/1-foundations-for-mission.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/2-christian-mission-among-other-faiths.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/3-mission-and-postmodernities.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/3-mission-and-postmodernities.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/4-mission-and-power.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/5-forms-of-missionary-engagement.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/6-theological-education-and-formation.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/6-theological-education-and-formation.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/7-christian-communities-in-contemporary-contexts.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/8-mission-and-unity-aeur-ecclesiology-and-mission.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/8-mission-and-unity-aeur-ecclesiology-and-mission.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/9-mission-spirituality-and-authentic-discipleship.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/transversal-topics/1-women-and-mission.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/transversal-topics/2-youth-and-mission.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/transversal-topics/3-healing-and-reconciliation.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/transversal-topics/4-bible-and-mission-mission-in-the-bible.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/transversal-topics/5-contextualization-inculturation-and-dialogue-of-worldviews.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/transversal-topics/5-contextualization-inculturation-and-dialogue-of-worldviews.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/transversal-topics/6-subaltern-voices.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes/transversal-topics/7-ecological-perspectives-in-mission.html
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/about-edinburgh-2010.html
http://www.martynmission.cam.ac.uk/pages/hmc-seminar-papers.php
http://www.martynmission.cam.ac.uk/pages/hmc-seminar-papers.php
http://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/study-themes.html
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with the following aims and objectives:

The task of thistudy groupis to explore how a Trinitarian understanding of God as Father, Son jand
Holy Spirit relates to the theory and practice of mission; how the cside that God has a
missionary identity impacts Christian witness; how a discernment of the Trinitarian God’s innef

relationships and love impacts ecclesiology, community life and society.

The meaning of salvatida being considered in its biblical wétss and in relation to freedom from
every form of slavery in every context and culture. $hely groupis considering the interfaces

between the Trinity, mission, salvation, ecclesiology and scripture.

In addition, the Study Process offered the followkay issues and questions which a research group

might address:

1. The relation of the Trinitarian nature of God to our understanding of Christian mission.
2. The relation of Christology to mission theology and practice.

3. The relation of the work of # Holy Spirit to mission theology and practice.

4. How does our understanding of the mission of the Triune God affect our ecclesiology and church
practice?
5. What do we mean by salvation, present and future? What is its link to conversion, baptism and
participation in the sacramental life of the church?

6. How does our understanding of salvation affect the way we do mission?

7. How does mission engagement affect our biblical hermeneutics and/grsa?

It was intended that a number of groups arourgétworld might undertake study and research in

each of the study themes and produce material which would then be contrasted and compared. Two
adzOK 3ANRdzLJA 6SNB O2y@SySR G2 t221 |G GKS wCc2dz/RI
Council of Chutees in Switzerland convened by Revd Dr Deenabandu Manchala Ipaktroglarly

at the experience of the Indian Dalits, and a group from Churches Together in Britain and Ireland

(CTBI), convened by Canon Janice Price. The latter is the subject of this repo

Convening of the research group and membership

° Seehttp://www.edinburgh2010.org/en/studythemes/1-foundationsfor-mission.html
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Canon Janice Price, as Secretary of the Global Mission Network (GMN)°afo@V&ied a group
incorporating two other umbrella bodies interested in mission: Global Connections (GC), a network
of evangelial churches, agencies, colleges and support services dedicated to developing churches in
missior, and the British and Irish Association of Mission Studies (BlAMS8hsortium of churches

and agencies interested in mission theology and practice, cuissnes in missiologgnd holding a
biannual meeting to promote collaboration and exchafdéartin Lee was appointed to represent

GC andhe Revd Dr Philip Knights was appointed to represent BIAMS. The groupeaisoas

extended to includér John Clarkformer Director of the Mission and Public Affairs Division of the
Church of England, Dr Anne Richards, National Adviser for Mission Theology for the Mission and
Public Affairs Division of the Church of England and Convener of the Mission TheologyAdvisor
Group, Dr Paul RolpRormer Head of kservice Teacher Education, University College of St Mark
and St John and Tutor /Supervisor on MA in FaithEshatation, University of Bangand Revd

CanonDr Nigel Roomd®irector of Mission and Ministry, SouthW& Nottingham Diocesd& he

group began its preliminary work in 2007 and was in place by 2008.
Parameters of the Project

CTBI is an umbrella organisation covering the major denominations of th@dJKeland The
constituencies with which the group wéamiliar therefore covered the major LH€d Ireland

churches, agencies, theological institutions and mission networks. It was therefore necessary to
confine the research project to the WAkd Irelandon the understanding thawithin the Edinburgh
2010international process, the Uhd Irelandmaterial could be contrasted and compared with
material emerging through the study process from other parts of the world. Given the small number
of persons on the group and the limited time and resources availabastalso considered

necessary to limit the scope of the study and use technological resosmcesas NIVO(a

qualitative research and data analysis softwas)l Survey Monkegand online tool for survey
collection and analysisis much as possible. Gide resources would include the Mission Theology
Advisory Groupwhich commented on reports from the group and acted as a focus group for part of
the research and the BIAMS conferetéé A y 1 Ay 3 C2 dzy Rl (A Duyiya™y3?20808 a A aa A
where parttipants took part in the research process and commented on the preliminary findings

Significant papers on th€oundations for Missiddpresented at the BIAMS conference as a

® canon Price is now World Mission Policy Adviser for the Church of England (from 2009)
" Seehttp://www.globalconnections.co.uk/

8 Seehttp://www.biams.org.uk/page.php?2

°See http://www.surveymonkey.com

10 Papers from the BIAMS consultation are included in the central section of this report.
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contribution to this researchra included in this bookThe Church of EnglR¢h&ad of research and

statistics the Revd Lynda Barley, also assisted the grouptiin analysis of statistical evidence.

PaulRolph andlanicePrice also took preliminary findings from the project to a meeting in Geneva
from 1% -4™ May 2009 irto compare results with Deenabamdz a | y OK | patalielarojectrom n
Foundations for Mission. It was clear from this meeting that the two approaches were extremely
different particularly in terms of the subjectivxperienceof mission. Dr Manchala wasvited to be

part of the BIAMS conference in July 2009 in order to feed this perspective into the conference but

unfortunately he was unable to attend.
Foundations fomrmission:a briefbackground

The 1910 World Missionary Conference had focused a numlmrastions on mission as a

theological imperative and these questions had been honed by theological enquiry and practical

experience of churches and missionaries in the ensuing hundred years, changing and challenging the
theological understanding of missi@ver time in the light of historical and cultural factors, such as

the loss of empire and new respect for the faith of indigenous peoples. What exaipission?

Did missiororiginate withGod (themissio [2i)? Was there a specific mission of, or e Church?

Was mission only to be found in or commissioned by Jesus Christ? Did mission mean evangelism,

leading to conversion and commitment to Christ, or evangelization, the changing of cultures and

a0 NHzOG dzNBa G2 NBETE SO dobisiarissich topeopleokothgaih atzi R G K SNB G
should people from other nations and traditions who became Christian be left alone to spread the

gospel?

These questions of theology became more complex as the fruits of mission multiplied. What about
reversemission, as those evangelized began to travel back to the sending nations with energy and

renewed fervou? How does mission relate to justice? Is mission about preparing for the imminent
FNNARGFE 2F / KNR&dGQ 2 NndgdamoearthPinvidhiv $3 OIARE A 2KOKD 4D 2
monumentalTransforming Missiog | & LJdzo f AA KSR (N} OAy3 + aASNARSa 27
of mission understanding and practice and with a call to find a new paradigm for postmodern

mission expression.

One of the byproducts d the interest in mission theology and the work doneibwas the idea, by

0KS SYyR 2F GKS (6SyiASiK O Swydireeddvasink matk oW YA daA2Y Q
churches that wereloingsomething Lesslie Newbigin had arguedTihe Gospel in aurhlist Society

GKFG GKS O2yaNBIALGA2Yy gla WiKS KSNYSySdziAO 2F (F
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was at the heart of local mission activity. His work and that of ofhersi dzOK | & FWEnfy CAY Yy S
Faith Todayn the 1980s changed the foswf evangelism from large events such as Billy Graham

rallies to the ability of the local church to make discipiss focus led to attention being focused

again on the potential of Christians at the grass roots and so leddi #@ols such a3he Meaure

of MissiofE G KS RS@St 2LIVSy i 2 Fbyih&kDglitHT GoasBltative- Qdgnéil ardl T Y A & ?
adopted at the 1998 Lambeth conferenadurch planting manuals and documeraadthe

development of mission oriented Christian basics courses, sslpha In line with this practical

focus on local tools for mission was a developing mission theology which saw misBién R &

mission, themissioDei.! & (G KS aAaaizy ¢KS PeidadFropHedt®ik & 2 NE DN

WaAdairzy (rlSemaspReicaKISI Yaaaizy 2F D2RQa 29SS (2
God, having created all that is, both allows the creation freely to unfold in its own way, and at the

same time retains a purpose of love towards it. This purpose is made knotzdto i K NR dzZ3 K D2 RQ:
NEGStELFGA2Y FYR 6S INB 2FFSNBR || aKFENB Ay (KS LINE

MTAG went on to suggest that mission is not a theological category to be juggled alongside other
F2NYa 2F GKS2f23A0Ff AyiGSNBawwiKSdzKSIF NETF @&fFO DR RN 2

continuously into the world'?

One problem with the concept ohissioDei however, highlighted by Bosglwasthat if all mission

emanated from @d then all kinds of things could be called mission and blamed on Godedtus

BishopJohn V Taylor speculatiiy 1998that there were dangers in the adimbracing idea of

YAAaA2Yy d ¢ KSmigiap Odidie usedas ankescuswfor almost any kind of activity

and labelling something as mission was a-tgmd actionK | i RAR y20 ySOSaal NAf &
intention for the creation™* These cautions focused back e relationship between mission

theology and praxiso that for example Robert Warren Building Missionary Congregatioasgued

for mission practice tat was grounded in the prayer and spirituality of the congregation. A report on

church plantingBreaking New Groundas followed up byhe bestsellingMissionShaped Church

and its companion book#ading toan emphasis on reflexive listening, groundimdocality and

decision making based on the needs of local communifiegrammes emerging from the Mission

shaped initiativesuch ag-resh Expressiord Emerging Church, continu® encourage mission as

a reflection of local needA number of churcess and dioceses haatsol &8 ONA 6 SR (12 WGKS T
2F YAAaAA2YQ Fa F GSYLX TGS 2NJLINRPINIFYYS F2NJ YAEaA

" presence and Prophedghurch House Publishing 2002 p. 25
12
P.26
3 John v TayloThe Urancelled MandateChurch House Publishing 1998.
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To proclaim the Good News of tik@éngdom
To teach, baptise and nurture new believers
To respond to human need by loving service

Totransform the unjust structures of society

=A =/ =2 =4 =

To respect the integrity of creation and to sustain and renew the earth

In additionitw: & &dz33S&aGSR Ay wnng GKFG I WAAEGKQ YI N} 2

peace and reconciliation.

All of these deelopments showed that mission is not a clear cut practice or issue and is complex,
diverse and sometimes driven by other factors or issues than a pure gospel imperative. How then
do Christians, churches, agencies and institutesdehow mission is tdoe promulgated and what

resources to give to it?
The ProjecHypothesis

These developments, evolution and changes in the theology and practice of mission helped us

formulate the hypothesis on which our research would be foundledt what is said publicly about

mission by Ukand Irelandchurches, agencies and institutions does not necessarily match up with

the mission practiceunderstandingand outworking of those same bodie¥Ve expected to find

that statements of purpose, including any foundational thuegcal statements, often summed up in

sound bites ostraplineson websites and church notice boarasd which implied a particular focus

or direction, would unravel when those implications were examined and their outworkings

interrogated. For example,@2 NR f A 1S WOKIYy3ISQ 2NJ WiNIyaF2N¥Q Ay
impression of doing good things for God, but can break down when we start to ask questions about

what is really meant. Who or what is transformed? Who should do the transforming? Whsit doe

transformation look like? When does it come to an end?

We expected to find that the missiological expressionatfonal bodiess tested byworking n a
culture of web communication, advertising and marketiagg sometimegsompeing for funds and
access whilealsobeing driven by faith and vocationVe expected to find a dislocation between the
language of missigrand theunderstanding andctivities of those using it and we designed the
study to show if that dislocation existed, and if so what wasdnge and extertvoth among the
national bodies and a sample of churches working at local.l&hel study theme asked for an

emphasis on theological foundations and we included these within a wide ranging area of mission

12



enquiry, since we felt that thevider theological rationale and theological drivers for mission would

only become apparent in the context of other questions about mission praxis.

2SS dzaSR . S@Fya | yGondadKiNRobtexBaknall: GriasNJDO5 ) ay the

theoretical bas for the evaluatiorof theological foundations for missioifhey claim, following

Gonzéalez and Sdlle that there are essentially three types of theology discernible throughout Christian
history and they call them simply, A, B & C types. Mission accoxlihgs$e theologies then varies

so that in type A ik Bavily souls and extendingthe Ch@@ch Ay (&LJ)S . W5A302JSNE
0 & LIS ComritinenAtd libetation and transformati@?ed2 NB ONHzRSf & Ay (2RI &Qa
be possible to desibe them as conservative, liberal and radical types of theology. However Bevans

and Schroeder do not believe they correspond exactiyumentunderstandings of mission. Rather

they discern three further positions on mission that have been taken duniedgwentieth century

These three positions are:
i) Mission as proclamation of JesusK NA a i | & | YABSNELFE { I GA2dzNI 2 NJ
i) Mission as participation in the Triune Godnaissio Dei
i) Mission as Liberating Servige¥ ( KS w S AKihgtongnfissian2 R 2 NJ ¥

Pasition i) is a mixture of type C and B theologies whereas ii) and iii) correspond much more closely

to type C and type A theologies respectively.
Scope and design of the project

The project was divided into three interlocking parts which would cohtramforce and interrogate
each other. The first part of the project entailed an examination of websites of selpat@mhal
denominations agencies and institutions, looking at the composition of the site and in particular at
straplinesabout missionmission language, visi@tatements and whether or not the site contained
theological statements or descriptions about its mission purp®&és was the only phase of the
project which concentrated solely on information from the national bodies. Phaseardohree

(see below) included a local study for comparison. It was not felt, however, that local church
websites would contain enough useful information about missieology and praxito provide

helpful comparisons about the issue of public language.

Informationon language use and phrasings collected fronforty four sites (Appendi®). The

information was then subjected to an NVIVO sedglanice PricedNVIVO is a piece of software
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which allows qualitative data to be searched, classified oewtise modelled and allows a large
amount of data to be sorted and examined. In this case we were looking for repeated or common
phrases, for popular mission statements as well as unusual statentesitswing a broad search of
thesewebsites belonging tmembers of GMN, BIAMS and GC, looking for particular key words and
concepts, the group then looked sevenspecificwebsites more closely for information about their
approach to and promotion of, their mission interests and concerns. The informationtifiesa two

processes was carried over and factored into the design of the second phase of the project.

In the second phase of the project, we developesliaveyas a mission audit tool. Thsairveywas
designed by composing a humbersttementsabout missbn, three in each categorfpnly two in
the category Mission and Salvatidorused onl5 particular area of mission enquiry. Thé4

statementswere developed in the followingategories
 OriginandPdzN1J2 84S 2F D2RQ& aAaairzy
1 Kingdom Mission and Church
1 Who best does mssion?
1 Evangelisnand Mission
1 Mission and Development
I Mission and Improving Lives
1 Mission and Other Faiths
9 D2R +dG 62N)] GKNRdAZAKX®
9 Mission and Proclamation
1 Mission and Sin
I Mission and Salvation (two statements)
1 Mission and Church (essanof the Church)
1 Mission and Church (function of the Church)
1 Mission and Partnership
1 MissionOutcomes

14



The purpose of providing three statements in each category was to enable different wording and to

state the same idea in different ways to see if thisl laa effect on the response. For example:

1 Christians have much to learn from other faith traditions (S.2)
1 All faiths need to learn from one another as we share much in common (S.22)

1 Christians have little to learn from those of other faiths (S.24)

In addifon, similar wording was used differentcategory statements. For example:

1 Mission without social action is not mission (Mission and Development)

I Mission without proclamation is not mission (Mission and Proclamation)

One of the issues of interest wasether completing a lineasurveywould show different

responses as the participants made their way through it. Stalementswere then randomly
distributed throughout thesurvey(Appendix [ Respondents were asked to consider each
statementin turn andto select an answer from the following categories: strongly agree; agree;
neither agree nor disagree; disagree; strongly disagPegticipants were able to leave comments
about the statementsn a box on each of the three pages of the survey. At the éitideosurvey,
participants were invited to tick up to five frotwenty-two suggested areas of church interest which
g2dzZ R NBLINBaSyld GKS LINA2NRGASA TigadklsopdSsibela L2 Yy RSy
comment on this section via another hdxarticipants were then asked to identify themselves by
denomination or other (eg independent evangelical) affiliatibimally the survey promised
confidentiality but respondents were asked to supply their details for the eyes of the group only

togetherwith an indication of willingness to be approached fodapth interview

The group composed and sent a letter to the head person in a range of churches, agencies, and
institutions drawn from those members of GMN, GC and BIAM&hendixB). Thirty-seven letters
were sent to CTBI membewsixteen to members of GMN, thidsevento members of GC artthirty-
fiveto members oBIAMSnumbers adjusted for overlap between the bodieR)at person was
asked to fill in thesurveyon behalf of the church, agepor institution they represented, not from
personal conviction or interest. TI&urveywas made availale online via Surveylonkey, an online

tool at www.surveymonkey.corwhich allowed us to compare and filtdne results in a number of

15
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different waysin order to analyse the result3 his constituted a national survey across the four

nationsof the UK and Ireland

In addition,NigelRooms sent papesurveys by postto 292 churches across th@aindenominations

in within the Anglican diocese of Southwell addttinghamandalsoto independent charismatic

and Pentecostal churcheBhere were some differences between the national survey and the local
surveylayoutinthati KS WY A &a&A2Yy LINR 2 paeinvkrSadjostedJorh8lodaly R G KS F
environment-F2 NJ SEI YLX S Ay Ot dzRAy3I + OGABAGASE adzOK | &
priority. Dr Roomshen collated theninety-eightpaper replies he receive@3.6%) This constituted

a local survey for coparisonwith the national survey One difference between the completion of

the national survey and the local survey was that the online survey does not allow respondents to

skip responses, whereas the completion of a paper survey meant that responsddedaft blank

if the respondent chose not to answer

Thenationalsurveywas also critiqued and considered by the Mission Theology Advisory Group
acting as a focus group. In addition, the BIAMS conference members in July 2009 also filled in and

returnedthe survey This constituted a third group of data.

There wereseventyrespondents in theationalsurvey, ninety-eightin the localsurvey andwenty-

seven in the BIAMS survelhe results were analysed as quantitative data with help from Lynda
Barley athe Churcho® y 3t  yYRQa a0l GA&aGA0&a RSLI NIYSYylG 6K2 &dz
the aggregated results in addition to the various filters possible with Survey Mofkesge results

are collated in Appendix H.

The final part of the projeawas a 6llow up of thesurveys by11in-depth interviewswith a range of
heads of organisations, agencies and churahetertaken bylanice Price, Martin Lee and Philip
Knights Nigel Rooms conducted-otepth interviews withl6 participants from the local survey
(Appendix C)The purpose of the interviews was to collect qualitative data, opening up why
participants had answered the questions in thaveyin the way that they did, and asking for
further elaboration of their understanding of mission theology anaxs. The interviews were

based on a template of questions prepared by Dr Rodhes recorded and transcribed. (Appendix

F.G
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Phase 1.1Sarchof websites: National churches and agencies

Somestraplinesfrom websites visited

Sharing Jesus, ChangihiyesChristian Care for Families Community

Centred on Christ for the New Evangelisatibsr People and Community
Informing, promoting and inviting all Christians to respond to

t oday 0s Wwhéres litié gesialongway Growing leaders, growing churhes

In the first stage of the web search, texts were collected fdgwebsites of thenationalchurches,

agencies and organisatiomgluded withinthe three sponsoring bodies (GMN, GC, BIAMS) and

these were then subjected to searches using W0 Of paticular interest to the triangulated

nationalstudy were the mission and vision statemefudere these were availabjsetting out the

mission focus of the church oragenayKS Y I Ay G(GeLJS 2F &SI NOK dzaSR g1 3
F NEB |j dzSy O & QurpoSeloNBase dearthi€sSvas to ascertain the most frequent uses of terms

used to express mission theologicaM¥/IVO analysis produced an emphasis on a number of

conceptsand actions

Wransformatio®
Bharing

Equipping

YommunitQ

Fellowshig

W{ dzLILI2 NI Ay 3 Q

Lreatio) @

This method of analysis produced a number of variations between sites. Based purely on a word

frequency search the Baptist Mission Society (Béhg)hasised&odwhile the Church Mission
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{20ASG8& SYLKPhaChar®RChwbiEsivaiza @rdge focus of much of the language

across the websites

It was found that in a search of both Protestant and Roman Catholic agency sites there were

FNBIjdzSyi NBFSNByOSa (2 WD2RQ | YR WRelekercds2oy Q 0 dzi N
WWS&adza / KNRAAGQ 6SNB Y2NB FNBIdzSyid oynov o6dzi (KSES
FYR (GKS&S (62 GSN¥a O02dA R KI @S Ky dzSNEB Ay (i S NDFK

infrequent (13) andhe NVIVO searcbnlyreturned these references frorRoman Catholic sources.

¢CKSNB gla 2yS NBFSNBYyOS (2 YA&AAA2Y eighBefeyedcesS E LINS & 3
to the agency of the Holy Spirit. The initial evidentéhe theological foundations for missiovas

thereforethat agencies tend to express théreologicalunderstanding of mission in the public

ISYNB 2F | 6S060aAiidS Ay (GSN¥a 27F UYKDGIeh®r THRR WYWS & dza ¢

One interesting result was that there was a different use of tBeMR WO2 YYdzyAGé Q Ay (K
t NBEGSadlyd F3SyoaxsSa FyR GKS w2Yly /FTiK2ft A0 bSg /
word (77 references in 57 agencies and communities surveyed). However the way it was used had

different nuances divided betweeProtestant and Roman Catholic sources. In the Protestant

a2dNOSa GKS (GSyRSyOeé ¢l a G2 dobjéctofinksSionavRehds inWO2 Y Y dzy
w2YlLy /1 GK2tA0 &a2dNDSa wO2YvYdzyArAideQ o6l a SELINBaaSF
entirely surprisingconsideringhe importance of ecclesiology to Roman Catholic identity and being.

In the Protestant churches there hhsstoricallybeen a greater emphasis on the action of the

individual in response to Christ. However, this finding servedrasander thatsimilarlanguage

ascribed to mission can be differently nuanced in ways that are easy to oveFloailefore this was

an issue that had to be carried over to further stages of the projdusinitial study of what the

churches and agencissid about themselves on their public websites opened up some key terms

and concepts which were instrumental in the formulation of thevey particularly about who does

mission and who receives it.
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Phase 1.2Analysis of selected Websites: National clohies and

agencies

Anne Richards and Janieecethen undertook a more detailed semiotic analy$isf the websites of

the Church Mission Society, USPG, Baptist Mission Sofidly, W2 & SLIKQa atheda & A 2 Y I NB
Methodist Church, the United Reformed Cblurand the Church of Englantfe expected to find

that the mission agencies would have a clearer and more immediate mission focus, while the

national church websites would have a wider range of initial materials. However, we still expected to
find some th®logicalor other explicated rationale for missiomhich would enable us to discover

what O K dzNJpubIB atddements about mission would be and what mission messages they would

expect website viewers to obtain
Some comments on the nature of websites

Sone important questions have to be asked about websites as a new technology which is now
consideredessentiafor any organization or institution seeking to reach out to others. If a church,
agency or organization is involved in mission, then surely a veelpsitself is a missiological tool?

This lel us to ask: Wat sort of a text is a website and what is its purpoBe® Christian organizations
which communicate through worship, prayer, scripture, oral faith sharing and Christian actions, how

does thistraditional communicatioraffect notions of exchangeable text?

One of the key aspects of assessing a website is that it isseualttiotic. Websites by nature combine

a variety of styles or means of communication with written text, still pictures, videa;gsicghnd
purchasing capacities among othews.website asext most oftencombines written and/or visual

material in electronic form which also allows for an immediate exchaeg@een usersand/or

viewer and originator. It also has clear boundariesnssn it and other texts delineated by

ownership of the text and style of the message but which expresses something of a wider and bigger
discourseincluding textual poachiny It is this combination of styles of communication through
electronic means tht characterize the genre of the website. This opaksy relationship between

form and contentContent has to be appropriate to the formnda website that only contains

written text is not judged to bassuccessfuas those sites which combine diffetemodes of

! Semiotic analysis involves looking at the interplay of text, visuals, messages and signs on (for example) a
website and analysing what meanings are derived from the entire system.

> Michel de Certeau, a4uit, first suggested this term in relation to the way readers actively take what they
read and realign its content to their own interests and purpose. BezPractice of Everyday L.ifEnglish

trans) (Berkeley:University of California Press), 1984
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discoursdn this particular genre. The development of interactivity characterized by immediacy of
encounter enabled by electronic means is one of the important ways in which websites have
changed communication. Early websites were focuseddgreater extent on the provision of

information. Today, websites have multiple uses and have become an important part of social
exchange and practice for many people. The development of webinars as a form of interactivity for a
group combineshe ability © give, receive and discuss informatidiis isn contrast with webcasts
which only allow data transmission is one way and do not allow interaction between presenter and
the audience® We were therefore looking for mulSemiotic materials about missias well as the

purely text based themes uncovered by the NVIVO search.

Results

What was immediately clean studying the websitefor their sign systems and codiigthatin

each case thavebsite front pagavas a multisemiotic experience in which colqudesign, text,

layout and images combiddgo promote messages to the vieweand which could be taken away

and used by the viewelt wasinteresting tosee what the viewer might glean about the church or

I 3Sy0eQa ©OASe 27F (KS oWwaddyeselward chididableFf@mdherveldsiieA 2 Y | Y F
was noticeable, sampling the websites on a number of occasions how the syntagudace)

a0 NHzOGdzNB 2F Ylye araisSa OKFy3aSR 6F2N) SEFYLX S (2
paradigmatiqsef-contained)structures, such as vision and mission statements remained embedded

in the site. It could therefore be argued that such websites seek to combine both syntagmatic and
paradigmatic structurem relaying message about missidtaradigms of missin would be encoded

by mission statements or statements of purpose and practice while syntagmatic indications of what

is happening in missiamow would be encoded in changing pictures and text perhaps pointing to

specific events, fundraising initiativesws items, quotes, links to the wider church or photo items.

One important question was therefore whether these two aspects of the design and layout of the

site reinforced each other or whether the linear surface of the site, especially on the frontyage,

actually continually dominant.

A particularfocus ofthis analysisvasthe use oflanguage about mission and about other kinds of
messages about mission that might be conveyed by the layout and désgring in mind the
concepts and ideas about larage which had been generated by NVIVO analysis in phase one
Another matter was whether therimary driver formessages about mission might be conditioned

by the need to raise funds and support. To that end, we concentrated mainly on the front page,

®What is a Webinar? Webopedia Computer Dictionaryw.webopedia.conaccessed 9 October 2009
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W o@dAQ) LJ IS | yR beéfareldeirdhingline ot 61 the ditedIBwas necessary to bear

in mindthat website design and upkeep is expensive and variations in quality would not say anything
about drivers for mission, but more about available finahoesources. Notwithstanding, in view of

the funds available for websites it was interesting to see what churches and agencies prioftised.

websites were also sampled intervalsto compareanychanges in appearance and content.

The screenshots beloare included for illustrative purposes and without any intention to compare

their relative merits in terms of layout, design or messages about mission.

SHARING JESUS, CHANGING LIVES

WHOWEARE NEWSANDVIEWS COMMUNITY PRAY GETINVOLVED GIVE RESOURCES

Search

December 16, 2009
CMS is committed to evangelistic mission,

working to see our world transformed
by the love of Jesus

Share this page: l. del.icio.us | ] digg |
‘: technorati | @ reddit | B4 facebook

Special Christmas Appeal

on behalf of children in challenging circumstances 0 Faith2Share
Children and young people are often among the most marginalised and the least > %
powerful. Your gift can help children in challenging circumstances taste God's @ CMS Africa

love. Read more about our Christmas Appeal

o) ‘ SHORT TERM TEAMS PODCAST - DEC
! Encounter 2010 f\ Audiomission
p T4 Discovera bigger Jesus next Mission anonymous in
MU summer... ?‘ 'E‘ dangerous locations

Hore >

#& cmsyoutn
s CMS-Shop.org.uk

-~ :
& CMS Conferencing

| mwtterpraver | cHSpartners -’- Fresh Expressions
New centre launched for disabled
artists

The opening of a new, spacious home for Neema Crafts
Centre in Tanzania means more than increased employment
opportunities for people with disabilties it also represents a
~*" shift in the attitude of local people towards men and women
once consi.

missiaon in our.

WEBWATCH: OUR PICK OF STORIES AFFECTING THE WORLD OF MISSION
» Burma's Suu Kyi meets senior members of her NLD party (BBC)
» UN peacekeepers sent to Sudan (RIN)

»U.S. outlines conditions for aid to Pakistan (Reuters)
+ London: Christian registrar loses discrimination case (Christian Today) l\/] | I « N
» Orissa: “Maoist” threats against Hindu radicals raise Christian fears

You are invited >

Sampled 16/12/09

Our observations about theMSXChurch Mission Societyebsite first led us to th@ermanent

straplineWd K I N&A y 3 WS & adiichoff@Kan gxalizityisioof tHe @derid @drpose and

intention described as currentongoing@ai A 2y @ ¢ KS g2NR WYA&dardyQ ol a |
each occasion it was samplddcludinganexpA OA G0 YSyGdA2y 2F WD2RQa YAaaa
theological drivers. All this was explicated one click away from the homepad&\sS is committed

to evangelistic mission, working to see our world transformed by the love of J&%sudream of the

day when the whole of creation is restored to a living, loving relationship with God. We believe that
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by living a mission lifestyle, equipping people for mission work and sharing resources for mission we
YFE1S 2dzNJ dzy AljdzS O2y (i NRA 0 hislad 2cgmmiudity tEa@sRaea a lohgidgdoA 2 y & 2
see all peoples being drawn into fellowship with the Lord Jesus QArigty document setting out a
O2YYAGYSYy(d (2 WENRYAGINRFIY FIAGKQ KEa (2 0SS R26y
service inthose who have experienced conversion to Chast, being renewed by the work of the

Holy Spirit, are committed to the local as well as Wuwrldwide mission of the chur€h Trinitarian

@ tdzSa ogSNBE Fftaz2 FFFFANYVSR Ay Qhpl/BWvke®NI R2 oyt 2 RI 06 f
uk.org/Whoweare/Vision/tabid/167/language/e®B/Default.aspx

The front page was laid out magazine style, with three dimensional button boxesgassnally
directed and changing with a large amount of focus on interaction and sharing, including icons for
Del.ici.ous, dig, technorati, reddit, an RSS and Facebook. There were strong incentives to explore
General Secretary one click away highlighting both justice and evang€éheme wagenerally by
contrast less concentration on people images in favour of symbolic images (candles in November,

the bare feetabove and a prominent tab for donation.
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b Anglicans in
World Mission
usPG

mr:ews [About us ‘Pray HDonatc “Projects “Resuurces"Serve

l

USPG supports the work of Anglican Churches in over 50 countries

Christmas in a forest in
western Ethiopia

USPG Mission Companions
Bishop Andrew and Janice
Proud will be spending
Christmas visiting the homes
of the rural Opo people, a
fishing and farming
community in Ethiopia. ...

Posted 16.12.2009

14.12.2009

In 50 years, the whole village
might be under water'

Resources

Advent 2009
Celebrate God’s gifts of hope,
peace, joy and love. ...

Projects Scheme

~ improve quality oflife ...

2009 Advent Appeal
Donations to USPG's Advent
Appeal will support
children orphaned by
violence in Orissa and other
vital work...

Community Action,
Philippines
Empowering communities to

& About USPG
USPG: Anglicans in World
Mission works in direct
o partnership with Angli

This week we pray for
Indigenous communities
These indigenous

L Churchesin over 50
countries, helping to support
B vital ...

les were angry at
government plans to
provide business
corporations with access to

[sere |
Trustees wanted

USPG: Anglicans in World
Mission is looking to recruit
three Trustees...

USPG shop
Browse for church
e e

L O

Sampled 16/12/09

The USPGANnglicans iWorld Missionfront pagehada series otlifferently coloured boxes outlining
text in similar fonts. There was no RSS or sharing icons, although Twitter walslevaitere were
more people and faces on the front page indicatstignglythe relational nature of what USPG is
about but the theological rationalike that of CM$1ad to be downloaded as a pdfhis document
also set out a commitment to Trinity and alexplicitly to themissio Dei
http://www.uspg.org.uk/images cms/Pages%20from%20theological ipegiel.pdf There was no
OASo 27

evidence on the front page of the agén® & 0KS FT2dzyRFGA2ya FT2NJ
ARSYGAFASR 6A (K WBRdkLII2 NIKMYYH aAK daNJBK SEA® 'y A Y L2 N
theme was transmitted bymages of people, especially womeamgaged in activities, rather than

text descriptions. @e question arising from examination of the webglteough its imagesvas

whether the agency advocated doing thirtgsandfor people orwhether ithelped people to help

themselves, so there were issues of power and helplessness in tryingt®@ SNI | Ay G KS | 3Sy(

drivers for mission. Donation was also prominggether witha strong impression of multulture
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and aworldwide agend a G NPy 3If & adzLILI2 NI Ay 3 WK IAT8 WEe Qa/ 22
YAZAA2Y QO

Sampled 16.12.09

The Bptist Mission Society front pageasdesigned with two dimensional flat boxes and a left hand

menu set out irstrongorange and purpleolours Its foundatdns for missioron the day the above

webshot was takemere clearly stated in a central position the Wl 6 2 dzii dzA Q aSQOiA2y s I
FTNRY (KS mBHMYHRlielss i@m®istic migsion, an approach that stays true to the Christian

Orft G2 S@Fry3aStraliarzy gAldKz2dzi yS3ItSOlAy3a G4KS Ro
Baptism and malemagesincluding ministerswereA YLIR2 NI F yi aA3IYAFASNEB 2y (K
Images of wmentended to show them aseceivers. The front page was topical with focused news,

LINY¥ @8 SNJ ' yR dzLJRFGSa YR RANBOUGUSR 'YRAGEER & ¥ RA Wb K
NI yaT2NY¥SRQ 6& D2R GKNRdAK GKS 62N] 2F .a{ o {KI
FacebookLater, Twitter was added: KS Wa dzLJLJ2 NI dza Q Gl o6 3II @S | I NBS
information with many optionsThe site alsoofd 8 R RAFTFSNByYy i WOKIyyStaQ 27
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