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Introduction
All may say what they are grateful for, as we begin to take leave of one another or make preparations to set out together
Thanksgiving
Loving and eternal God,                                                                                                      We thank you for friendship and fellowship together.                                          Thank you for time spent in company                                                                            For all we have said and done.                                                                                           Send us out now                                                                                                                      In the power of your Spirit                                                                                                   To be your faithful followers                                                                                       Bearing the light of Christ                                                                                                      On our different roads.[image: Image result for tobit and the angel raphael]

Amen
A Story: Tobit, 5.16-17; 6.1
In the story of Tobit in one of the apocryphal books of the Bible, Tobit’s son Tobias sets out on a journey for his father. It is a dangerous journey and his parents, Tobit and Anna, pray for his safety. God hears them and sends them the angel Raphael to go with Tobias and to keep him safe on the way. But they do not know that it is an angel who is offering to guard and guide their son: 
‘Raphael answered. “I will go with him: so do not fear. We shall leave in good health and return to you in good health, because the way is safe.” So Tobit said to him, “Blessings be upon you, brother.” Then he called his son and said to him, “Son, prepare supplies for the journey and set out with your brother, May God in heaven bring you safely there and return you in good health to me: and may his angel, my son, accompany you both for your safety.”  ...The young man went out and the angel went with him.’ 
Reflection
Every journey is a new beginning. When we make our preparations and set out we have at our backs all that we have seen and done and we move towards an unknown future. Let us go in hope.
Every journey is full of potential, even if we have gone the same road many times before. There are new things to notice, new people to meet, new experiences on the way.  Let us pay attention. 
Every journey has its own story, and each story, whether joyful or sorrowful, is precious to God.  This is the day that God has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118 24
Blessing
As we start out on our journeys, we ask God to watch over us and keep us safe on our travels.                                                                                   We ask for a calm road and God speed.                                                                  We ask for God’s guidance, God’s presence and for God’s peace on our way ahead.                                                                                                              We ask for God’s blessing and angels’ keeping on our journey.
All may name their destination or the next place on their ongoing journey. All may keep a time of silence. 
Departure
[bookmark: _GoBack]Psalm 119.105 says Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  May it be so for all of us. Amen
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