What are the Stations of the Cross?

The 'Stations of the Cross’, or the ‘Way of the Cross’ are placed in many
churches to tell the story of Jesus’ final hours and his journey to his death
on the the Cross. Usually there are 14 ‘stations’ or stopping points, which
allow people to make a short journey or pilgrimage around the church,
reflecting on the last hours of Jesus’ life. Many people like to say prayers at
each one. Each station usually contains a picture and a title. Many people
like to pray at the stations of the cross during Holy Week, just before
Easter, when the Church concentrates on remembering the events of Jesus’
death and Resurrection.

In this journey, you can come with us through the stations. Each of the
stations is explained, the scripture and tradition it refers to is examined and
there is a meditation you can use if you want to.

The pictures are from a large, outdoor set of stations leading from the town
up to the church in the French town of Rocamadour.






Station 1 Jesus is condemned to death




What’'s going on?

In this tableau, Jesus is on the left, facing Pilate, the Roman governor. 1t is
Pilate’s job to order whether Jesus should be condemned to death or be
released. We see Pilate symbolically washing his hands in a basin of water,
illustrating the gospel story (see below) that he did not want to order Jesus
to death but was persuaded by the Jewish authorities. This is why the
phrase ‘to wash one’s hands’ of something, means to refuse to have
anything to do with the matter in question.

What does the Bible say?
St Matthew’s gospel 27.24-26:
So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd,
saying, "I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” Then the
people as a whole answered, “"His blood be on us and on our children!” So
he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him
over to be crucified.

St Mark’s gospel 15.9-14

He (Pilate) answered them, “"Do you want me to release for you the king of
the Jews? For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests
had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowds to have
him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, "Then
what do you wish me to do with the King of the Jews?” They shouted back,
“Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, "Why, was evil has he done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Crucify him!” So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd,
released barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to
be crucified.

St Luke’s gospel 23.13-25

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people and
said to them, "...he has done nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have
him flogged and release him....Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed
them again, but they kept shouting “Crucify, crucify him!”...So Pilate gave
his verdict that their demand should be granted. He released the man they
asked for, the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder,
and he handed jesus over as they wished.

St John’s gospel 19.12-16

From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried out, “If you
release this man, you are no friend of the emperor. Everyone who claims to
be a king sets himself against the emperor.” When Pilate heard these
words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place
called the Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the Day of
Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews
“"Here is your King!” They cried out “"Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate
asked them “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “"We
have no king but the emperor”. Then he handed them over to be crucified.



Meditation

What is it like,

To be without friends,

To be alone, falsely accused,
To know you are going to die?

What is it like,
To see others go free,
To be condemned,

To know you are going to die?

What is it like,

Not to be chosen,

Not to be wanted,

To know you are going to die?

How many people have died
How many people will die,
Alone, friendless, condemned
Unwanted?




IS Cross

ives h

: Jesus recei

Station 2




What’'s going on?

Jesus is made to carry his own cross and must set off on the journey to the
crucifixion site outside the city. To the right we see a man with a whip of
knotted cords, to remind us that Pilate also ordered Jesus to be flogged. So
Jesus would first have been beaten, leaving him weak and injured, before
being made to carry his heavy cross. The man spreading a cloak reminds us
that when Jesus first arrived in Jerusalem, the crowds cheered for him and
welcomed him. Things are very different know.

What does the Bible say?

St Matthew’s gospel 27. 27-31

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s
headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. They
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some thorns
into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and
knelt before him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!” They
spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking
him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then
they led him away to crucify him.

St Mark’s gospel 15.16-20

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the
governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And
they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a
crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the
Jews!” They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in
homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.

What does it all mean?

Matthew and Mark’s gospel tell us that after Jesus was condemned to die
and before he was sent out with his cross, he was taken away and
humiliated. The soldiers took his clothes off, dressed him up as a king and
then mocked him. They physically abused Jesus and spat on him. Jesus is
now more than a prisoner, he is a victim whose human dignity has been
taken away to be replaced by pain and humiliation. The Roman solidiers
treat him as less than human. This description is also important for making
links with a famous passage in the Hebrew Scriptures (the Old testament)
where in the book of Isaiah, God’s special servant is described as the man
who is ‘despised and rejected’.

Meditation

Around the world,

We have seen pictures of prisoners,
Tortured, humilated, terrified,
Mistreated and mocked.

What happens to soldiers
Who hurt their prisoners?
What happens to their hearts?
What happens to their minds?
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Meditation

What does it mean to be weak?

To feel that you cannot go on?

What does it mean to no longer have strength,
To stop, to fail, to drop out, to give up?

What is it like to lose a race,

To be defeated, to come last?

What is it like to lose your health,

To know you’ll never run a race again?

What does it take

To keep going, to struggle on,

To shoulder burdens, to keep faith?
What does it take to stay upon the road?




Station 4 Jesus meets his mother




What’'s going on?

In this station, Jesus meets his mother Mary. He appears to pause, looking
back towards her, but is being pulled onward and forced towards his death.
His mother is devastated. There is one last moment of contact as they are
pulled apart and she is left behind. She is completely helpless to stop what
is happening. Tradition says that the other woman with Jesus’ mother is
Mary Magdalene.

What does the Bible say?

The gospels writers do not specifically mention this meeting between Mary
and Jesus. It is part of Christian tradition.

St Matthew’s gospel 27.55-56

Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had
followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him. Among them were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother
of the sons of Zebedee.

What does it all mean?

The purpose of this station is to remind us that Jesus was not some lonely
hero going off to death; he was loved and cherished by his friends and
family. Although the stations of the cross are focused on Jesus himself, we
are asked to think about his mother and her feelings of horror and despair
as her son is condemned, tortured and sent to his death. In the gospels,
Mary is asked by God to bear Jesus and we learn of her willing obedience to
do as God asks and her joy at bringing Jesus into the world. But the gospel
writers also remind us that Mary is warned that her life cannot be all joy, ‘a
sword will pierce (her) heart’. Her love for her son will also mean that she
will suffer the anguish any parent feels when their child dies.

Meditation

When I look on this child,
So new, so complete,

Can I bear the idea

That she will one day die?

Somewhere, some day,
With me, without me,
She will stop breathing,
Her heart will stop.

How can this love,

This world-breaking love,
That cherishes life

Admit her death?




Station 5 Simon of Cyrene carries Jesus’ cross




Meditation

What do we say

To the stranger who helps
When we fall, when we call,
When we find we are lost?

How do we thank

The person who cares
When we know at the last
We cannot help ourselves?

When do we step

Out of the shadows,
Holding out our hands
To help another?
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Meditation

There is no place
Where love cannot go;
There is no time

When love cannot work.

Whom can we find
Lying in the road?
Whom can we find
Housebound at home?

Whom can we serve
Day by day?

Who is waiting for us
Along the way?




Station 7 Jesus falls for the second time




Meditation

What it is like

To be so tired

You cannot go on,
You cannot continue?

What is it like
To be so hurt,
You cannot face
Another day?

What it is like

To know there is
No way but down,
No way out?

How many people
Across the world

Know what this feels like
Every day?







What’'s going on?

Jesus pauses and speaks to the women in the crowd who have been
watching. Simon continues to support the cross, while behind the Roman
soldiers confer. In these last moments, Jesus takes one of his last
opportunities to make people think about God.

What does the Bible say?

St Luke’s gospel 23.27-31

A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women
who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. But Jesus turned to
them and said, ‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for
yourselves and for your children. For the days are surely coming when
they will say, “"Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and
the breasts that never nursed.” Then they will begin to say to the
mountains, “Fall on us”; and to the hills, “"Cover us.” For if they do this
when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?’

What does it all mean?

The gospels tell us that even on his final journey, Jesus spoke to people and
asked them to consider the larger picture than just what they were seeing
at that moment. The women were crying for Jesus, who must have
appeared pitiful, beaten and hopeless, but Jesus tries to get his message
through again. His message was that people should look at their lives and
turn back to God, otherwise life will be filled with misery, hopelessness and
despair. He also urges them to consider the meaning of what is happening.
The proverb about the green and dry wood means that if the inhumanity and
injustice of society can condemn an innocent person to death, what will
happen to everyone else, what hope is there?

Meditation

What's the big picture?

What does it mean

When we see those who suffer,
Who die without hope?

What can be done

To change the hurt world?
Who do we need

To bring justice and peace?







Meditation

What is it like

To wait for death?
What is it like

To face that darkness?

Why do they torture
The already dead?
When is the suffering
Going to be enough?







What’'s going on?

Jesus, still wearing his crown of thorns, has his clothing removed. Before
crucifixion, criminals were stripped naked and the clothing, if usable, sold or
given away. Jesus was stripped for his flogging, but reclothed for the
journey. Here we see Jesus being unclothed again for the final events of his
torture and death. Hands are laid on him as the garments are pulled from
his body. Yet Jesus offers no resistance, indeed his open hand suggests
passivity and forgiveness as he submits to the humiliation.

What does the Bible say?

St Matthew’s gospel. 35
And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among
themselves by casting lots

St Mark’s gospel 15.24
And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots
to decide what each should take.

St Luke’s gospel 23.34
And they cast lots to divide his clothing.

St John’s gospel 19.23-25

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided
them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the
tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one
another, ‘Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ This
was to fulfil what the scripture says,
‘They divided my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.’

And that is what the soldiers did.

What does it all mean?

The gospels do not mention the stripping, because it would be taken for
granted that Jesus would have been stripped of his clothes. Of more
significance to the gospel writers is what happened to the clothes
afterwards. Jesus’s clothes were divided up and the soldiers cast lots to see
who would get them. This is important in the gospels because the act of
casting lots appeared to confirm a prophetic statement that this was what
would happen to God’s servant. This then was put in by the writers as more
proof that Jesus was really God’s Son and that God had revealed what had
to happen to him.

The station also requires us to consider something else: most images of
Jesus leave him with a cloth for modesty’s sake, but the crucified were
stripped naked. They were going to die and so needed no clothing, every
last possession was taken from them, in addition to the humiliation involved
in being publicly displayed. When Jesus died, he had nothing left. His next
journey was to the tomb.



Meditation

Who are the naked?

The beautiful people,

The models, the beach beauties,

The body builders, the artists’ models?

What would it mean

To stand naked before the world
To be utterly vulnerable

To be ashamed?

What would it mean
To see your clothes torn away

To be exposed to the gaze
Of people who hate?

What of the victims

Of rape, of torture

Of humiliation, of war,
The ones who need cover?

If we admire

The beauty of flesh, of form,

Must we not be reminded

Of those who would remain clothed?




Station 11 Jesus is put on the cross




What’'s going on?

In this station, we see Jesus being nailed to the cross. The action is violent
and terrifying. Behind, we are reminded that Jesus was not the only one
crucified. A crucified man is already in place. He is tied, rather than nailed,
this being an alternative method of attaching people to the cross. One of the
soldiers is holding a ladder. Criminals were sometimes required to climb up
to the cross. Jesus however, is too weak and exhausted and so is nailed to
the cross before it is hauled up into position.

What does the Bible say?

St Luke’s gospel 23.32-33

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death
with him. When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they
crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left.

St John’s gospel 19.17-18

he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is
called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on
either side, with Jesus between them.

What does it all mean?

Crucifixion was an ancient method of execution and not uncommon. It was
employed as a particularly painful, undignified and public means of bringing
about death. Victims were left hanging until death, although death could be
hastened by breaking the legs and causing swifter death either from
asphyxiation or shock. The gospel writers tell us further that because of the
Jewish festival of Passover, the authorities were requested for permission
to break the legs of the victims and take the bodies away, but it was not
necessary to do that in Jesus’ case because he was already dead.

The crucifixion is the focal point of Christian understanding of Jesus’s life on
earth. His life and ministry were dedicated to telling people to enter into a
right relationship with God, keeping God’'s commands and trying to build a
world in which God’s desires for peace, justice and right living would be
evident everywhere. Despite this ministry of teaching, healing the sick and
the mentally ill, releasing people trapped by guilt, poverty or the
condemnation of others, Jesus was still arrested, himself condemned and
put to death.

More than this, the crucifixion is more significant for the Christian belief
that Jesus was not just a holy man, a religious teacher, prophet, shaman, or
guru. Christian theology teaches that Jesus was God in human form and that
instead of responding to his divinity, human beings put him to death. This
shows that we are capable of not just ignoring God or turning away from
God, but actually destroying God in our world.



Meditation

What is it we fear

If not a long drawn out painful death.
Death from cancer, lingering death
The slow time of pointless suffering.

Would we even wish

Such a way of leaving this world
On our worst enemy,

Those who have hurt us most?

What is it we wish for those we love
And for ourselves?

How do we shut our eyes

To dreadful deaths?







What’'s going on?

In this station Jesus dies on the cross. We see him, still crowned with
thorns, hanging lifeless on the cross. At the foot of the cross, his mother has
fainted with grief and is supported by one of the other women who have
accompanied Jesus on his last journey. A disciple (traditionally St John) is
present and similarly overcome with grief. The scene is one of despair.
Jesus could not save himself; God did not come to save him from the cross.
He is completely and utterly dead.

What does the Bible say?

St Matthew’s gospel 27.45-50
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the

afternoon. And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli,
lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’

When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘'This man is calling for
Elijah.” At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine,
put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, ‘Wait, let
us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” Then Jesus cried again with
a loud voice and breathed his last.

St Mark’s gospel 15.33-41
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the

afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi,
lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 'Listen, he is calling
for Elijah.” And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a
stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah
will come to take him down.” Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his
last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.

Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he
breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’

There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses,
and Salome. These used to follow him and provided for him when he was
in Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up with him to
Jerusalem.

St Luke’s gospel 23.44-49
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until

three in the afternoon, while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the
temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, ‘Father,
into your hands I commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last.

When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said,
‘Certainly this man was innocent.” And when all the crowds who had
gathered there for this spectacle saw what had taken place, they returned
home, beating their breasts. But all his acquaintances, including the
women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching
these things.



St John’s gospel 19.25-30

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus
saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said
to his mother, ‘Woman, here is your son.” Then he said to the disciple,
‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his own
home.

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order
to fulfil the scripture), ‘I am thirsty.” A jar full of sour wine was standing
there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held
it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’
Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

What does it all mean?

It is important to the gospel writers to make it clear that Jesus really did die
and so they concentrate on his final moments. They all agree that Jesus
spoke before he died, but the accounts differ, Matthew, following Mark,
records that Jesus spoke of a feeling of utter abandonment and loss,
complete separation from God the Father and an inability to make sense of
what was happening to him. Luke has a more trusting and controlled
version, in which Jesus gives over his personhood into the hands of the
Father God as he dies. In John, Jesus peforms a symbolic action out of the
drinking from a sponge (typically offered to victims), again fulfilling an
ancient prophecy before dying. In John, Jesus is aware of his mother and
friends and makes provision for her as a last act of love before finishing his
work on earth by giving himself over to death.

Another interesting aspect of the gospel accounts is the report of the Roman
soldier who sees in Jesus’s death evidence of his innocence and his divinity.
As might be expected with such an extraordinary death, cataclysmic events
are reported, a strange darkness, earthquake and the tearing of the Veil of
the Temple, which separated the place where God was supposed to reside
from the ordinary world.

We are asked to think clearly about what Christian theology understands to
be the most extraordinary death in the history of the world. The gospel
accounts make it clear that Jesus really died, he did not become
unconscious or just appear dead. His spirit was ‘given up’ and his physical
life ended. His family was not spared the grief of a loved one’s death and
Jesus was not spared the spiritual anguish of feeling that the Father God
had abandoned him. At the same time, the gospels indicate that in dying
Jesus was accomplishing a mission given by God to be carried out by Jesus
as God in human form. This is why Jesus says ‘it is finished’ before dying.

This mission was to get rid of the separation between human beings and
God because of human evil (sin). Theologians express this mission in
different ways and have different interpretations of how and why it came
about but the essentials of Christian understanding is this:because God is
not evil, human beings cannot be with God if evil is present, but no human
being can get through life without encountering or perpetrating some evil
because our world simply isn’t perfect. As both God and a human being,



Meditation

When life goes

What is left?

Where does the person
Who loved, smiled, reside?

What happens

When memory starts to fade
When the last possession

Is given away?

How can we know

If death is the end,

If there is no meeting,

No speech, no recognition?

Why do we hope

For another time

Another place

Where the dead are not dead?




Station 13 Jesus is taken down from the cross




What’'s going on?
Jesus’ dead body is recovered from the cross. Jesus’ friends gather together
to release him and take his body away to be buried.

What does the Bible say?

St Matthew’s gospel 27.57-58

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named
Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for
the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.

St Mark’s gospel 15.42-45

When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is,
the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of
the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of
God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate
wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he asked
him whether he had been dead for some time. When he learned from the
centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph.

St Luke’s gospel 23.50-52

Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph, who, though a
member of the council, had not agreed to their plan and action. He came
from the Jewish town of Arimathea, and he was waiting expectantly for the
kingdom of God. This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.

St John’s gospel 19.38

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus,
though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him
take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and
removed his body.

What does it all mean?

All the gospel writers agree on what happened after Jesus died. Joseph of
Arimathea, a member of the Jewish council, but also a follower of Jesus,
having both status and authority, went and asked Pilate’s permission to
take the body away. Pilate ordered that Joseph could take custody of the
body and so it was removed from the cross and preparations could begin for
Jesus’ burial.



Meditation

What is respect

For the dead?

It is a good funeral,
The right flowers,

The right words,

A good send off?

What would be the right

Way to honour these memories?

Is it now that we say goodbye?
When is the time to let go?

To label this box ‘the past’

To say tomorrow we live differently?




Station 14 Jesus is laid in the tomb

What’'s going on?
This is a photograph of the site known as the Garden tomb and popularly
supposed to be the site where Jesus’ body was laid.

What does the Bible say?

St Matthew’s gospel 27.59-61

So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it
in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great
stone to the door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

St Mark’s gospel 15.46-47

Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body, wrapped it in
the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. He
then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and
Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body was laid.

St Luke’s gospel 23.53-56

Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in a rock-
hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid. It was the day of
Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning. The women who had come
with him from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body
was laid. Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments.

St John’s gospel 19.39-42
Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a
mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. They took



Meditation

Now it is over

What is left?

What happens next?
How will we feel?

If we come back

To this graveside
Who is here?

Who will comfort us?

What would it take
Not to feel loss

Not to feel bereaved
To be comforted?

What would it be like

To come to this place
And to see this loved face
Smiling before us?




What happened next?

St Luke’s gospel 24.1-12
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb,
taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away
from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find the body. While
they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood
beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the
ground, but the men said to them, ‘"Why do you look for the living among the
dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he
was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners,
and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then they remembered
his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and
to all the rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. But
these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.
But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had
happened.

What does it mean?

The way of the cross prepares us to share these emotions on Easter Day.
The tomb containing the dead, broken body of Jesus is found to be empty.
The stone is rolled away and there is nothing there. The friends of Jesus are
filled with amazement and also fear, but are told that God has done what
Jesus promised before to them and raised Jesus from death to life.
Unsurprisingly, when this story is told, quite a few people refuse to believe
it. Others have to see for themselves. Peter runs to the tomb and finds the
cloths Jesus’ body was wrapped in, - but no body. This experience is
followed by the appearance of the resurrected Jesus to a number of
different people and in different ways and leading to the certainty in
Christian believers that God has made it possible through his Son Jesus, for
every human being to have the same eternal life.

You may like to journey on other meditative versions of the Stations of the
Cross. Here are some links to online versions:

http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/stations.html

http://www.cptryon.org/prayer/child/stations

http://www.ewtn.com/devotionals/stations/face.htm

MTAG is not responsible for the content of any of these external sites.



