Gift-giving and baggage dumping

Pink Journey 1
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In this space you are invited to think about what you have brought into this house and what you might like to get rid of. This is a space where you can offer your own unique gifts, pledge to do more, change your life or offer new thoughts and ideas to those Christians working in the area of climate change, ecology, conservation and sustainability. What have you got to offer?
Another thing you can do in this space is to think about any ideas, or activities you might have changed your mind about and now want to leave behind. There’s an opportunity here to repent of anything you might feel sorry about and to think about how you want to change and do better. It’s up to you and how you want to approach what you have done, or intend to do with the resources and opportunities you find here. 

Gift giving
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http://www.morguefile.com/archive/display/636155   

Spend some time thinking about the gifts you have brought to this place and what you might want to share with the people who inhabit its various spaces.  What knowledge, skills or insight do you have to offer to those working out what it means to respect our planet and who are working to sustain and renew it? What story might you have to tell to encourage, sustain, inspire or uplift the people who live and work in this place? How does your understanding of the fifth mark of mission feed into what you have found here?
Make a list of any skills, stories, ideas, dreams, projects or experiences that could feed into the spaces in this house. This could be as simple as going on a litter-picking day in your neighbourhood, or relate to special skills that you have to offer in your community. Could you help someone start an allotment, teach children a recycling skill, plant a tree, or raise awareness of environmental issues through work, home or school?  How would you relate such activities to sharing your faith with others?
Choose ONE thing you could do in the future which would be a gift or a challenge to those who live in this house.

Some examples of things people have offered as gifts:

· A supply of biodegradeable packaging and bags for people at church to use
· Planting and growing vegetables in one area of the garden and sharing them with others

· Committing to an energy audit of the church and passing on the savings

· Ethical, ecologically friendly Christmas presents such as solar powered toys; find and make kits; bamboo soft toys (ideas from the Eden Project). 
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Baggage-dumping

This is also a ‘dispossession’ space where you can leave behind anything you don’t want anymore. If you have been using your rucksack to imagine carrying things from different spaces in this house, think about what it now contains and whether it is too heavy for you to carry. What is weighing you down? What would lighten the load? What would you like to pass on to others or leave behind? What you leave could be physical objects, like non-energy saving lightbulbs or you could leave thoughts and ideas behind, if you have learned new things or changed your mind. 
If there are things you would like to leave behind, you could also make a note of what you would like to leave, or recycle, in your diary.

Confession and repentance.

If you would like to consider what you would like to leave behind in a more formal and prayerful way, you can use the following prayers of confession and repentance:

For all the times we have failed to respect the earth

Lord, have mercy

For all the times we have taken more than we needed from the earth’s resources,

Lord, have mercy

For all the times we have been too lazy to recycle, reclaim or re-use materials,

Lord, have mercy

For all the times we have ignored the needs of animals and plants

Lord, have mercy
For all the times we have been wasteful and profligate,

Lord, have mercy

For all the times we have failed to put back what we take out,

Lord, have mercy

Lord of the earth, we have failed to do your will,

We ask your forgiveness in sorrow and humility,

Help us to do better in days to come

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord
Amen
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You could also use The Icefjord Commitment, a statement by Religious Leaders at Ilulissat, Greenland, 7th September 2007, as a basis of prayer and an act of commitment:

Amidst the wisdom and majesty of water, ice and sunlight, we have each prayed within the realm of our own traditions. 
Now we stand side by side in acknowledgement of our responsibility toward God’s Creation. 
We recognise the interdependence of all life, that in its many manifestations sustains this planet, and realise our dependence on this myriad of relationships. 
We commit ourselves to the simplest acts of love, compassion and gratitude toward the vast web of life. 
The Earth is a living entity with incredible healing powers, and we have much to learn. It is the task of our generation to leave this sacred Earth, in all its wisdom and beauty to the generations to come. 
Let the work begin. 
We make this pledge before the whole of creation. 
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Living the fifth mark of mission isn’t easy. There’s always more to do. But as Christians it’s never too late to make a new start or to begin a journey towards living differently. If you have made a new beginning in the ‘dispossession’ of an old way of life, and a movement towards a new way of doing things then that’s a positive step. Remember, you can always come back to this space at a later time and review what else you would like to give or to get rid of!

Where would you like to go now? Where else will this journey take you?

Pink journey 2,3,4 spirituality based activities, following Jesus, changing our lives

Yellow journey 2,3,4 – text based exploration

Green journey 1,2, 3,4 more things to do, research, look at

Blue journey 1,2,3,4 scripture, prayers, music, reflection
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