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Exploring mission in an imperfect world
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A book which can be used 
for private study and 
reflection, but can also 
be used by groups using 
questions and activities. 
The word Unreconciled…
calls us to account and 
recalls us to our duty 
as Christians to see our 
common humanity in our 
neighbours around us, 
to hear their stories and 
enable them to enter with 
us into whatever kinds of 
reconciling action may be 
appropriate.  
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Unreconciled? resources

Unreconciled? ResourcesNotes for Group Leaders

We have produced resources for group work from our book Unreconciled? 
which can be downloaded and used in a variety of situations. The complete 
set of resources consists of an introductory session plus 10 other sessions for 
group work which are based on the topic chapters in the book. It is possible 
to mix and match the different topics according to the interests, age and 
abilities of the group.

Each topic works with the concept of the ‘Unreconciled’ – especially 
people untouched or overlooked by the usual processes of Christian 
reconciliation. The book contains a full explanation of this concept and is 
application to situations in human life. Each session is laid out in the form of a learning journey with a suggested 

learning outcome for the group which will be facilitated by five forms of 
engagement, although these may also be mixed and matched or conducted 
over a period if time is short:1. Starting Out – three possible activities are offered as a starting point 

for engagement with the topic and with suggestions for discussion and 
feedback

2. Going Deeper – a suggestion for Bible Study, including possibilities 
for mime and/or role play with particular emphasis on those who are 
members of an Unreconciled community within the text. Questions are 
provided to aid group discussion with some suggestions for particular 
engagement activities.3. Moving on – a task for the group which requires the participants to 

engage with the local community in a way which raises awareness, 
provides interaction and fosters greater understanding of community 
issues. This item may require particular planning or be the focus of a 
day in itself. 

4. Resting on the Way – an opportunity to reflect theologically on the topic 
in relation to the group’s own experiences and with opportunities to 
look at how the local church might change and commit to a reconciling 
work or action as an outcome of the group’s work.5. Gathering Up – a suggestion for a concluding prayer drawing the 

threads of the topic together.Leading the group will be helped by reading the text of Unreconciled? 
and using the stories and illustrations provided in the chapters.

If you need further information about this resource you can contact Dr 
Anne Richards at anne.richards@c-of-e.org.uk 
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Introductory Session 1: order 
and disorder in the world

By the end of this session the group will have had opportunity to:
 ✚ Investigate order and disorder and become aware of the energy and work 

required to maintain order in our world (activity); ✚ Think about creation and destruction in relation to God’s covenant with 
human beings (bible study); ✚ Carry out a simple reconciling task (restoring order) in the community;

 ✚ Reflect theologically on key questions about order and disorder; 
 ✚ Feed thoughts and ideas into prayer and reflection.

1 Starting out – activitieSInvestigating order and disorderChoose from the selection belowl Collect ten broken or dirty objects – damaged toys, a letter or photo torn 
in two, a broken flowerpot, a muddy and torn T shirt etcDivide people into three groups. Group one has cleaning materials, sello-

tape, glue (not superglue) string, needle and thread etc. Group two has 
pens, paints, glitter, ribbons and any other craft materials available.
Group 1’s task is to repair 5 broken objects as best as they can in a time 
limit.

Group 2’s task is to do something with their 5 broken objects using their 
creative materials in the time limit.Group 3 has to judge the objects after treatment and say what they think 

about the results.
As a whole group discuss together: When is mending the better option? 
When is doing something completely different with a damaged object a 
better option? How did you feel about the task?l If you have a parent and toddler group or a school group, organize a chil-

dren’s party with lots of messy food. When the children have finished 
having fun take photographs of the dirty plates, tables and paper cups. 
Get a cleaning team to keep note of what materials are required to clean 
up and to restore order and take some more photographs of the cleaning 
process. Get the cleaning team to reflect on the effort it takes to put 
everything away and restore order. How long did it take? How many 
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that mission is only about sorting out problems rather than creating some-

thing new. The five marks of mission1 imply that creative forces need to be 

at work: we are called to transform unjust structures and renew the earth. 

We therefore want to argue that Christian reconciliation is not about repair 

(although it might involve repair) but a bringing to birth of something new 

out of the Unreconciled condition. When reconciliation touches the lives of 

the Unreconciled, something unexpected can occur that involves all of us 

in a transformation, irrespective of whether the reconciling process results 

in a good outcome or not. 

What have we got that will enable us to deal with the effects of what 

Christians refer to as personal and structural sin? Some philosophers would 

say that it is simply the will to Good – that most reasonable human beings 

want to turn aside from anarchy and chaos and have peaceful, co-operative 

and just lives. Christians can be even clearer. We have a capacity to use our 

gifts and our energy to address the needs of the Unreconciled around us who 

cannot for whatever reason find the energy for themselves. We can argue 

theologically that the energy that is released in mission and released through 

the worship of almighty God, comes from Jesus and is operative in the world 

by means of the Holy Spirit. Thus Christians are gifted in this way to make 

a particular difference through God’s gracious gift to us. If we don’t do this, 

we can be as bad as Job’s comforters, who spend their time debating what 

sin he has committed to suffer in this way, without doing anything to help 

except make him feel worse.

Reconciliation as pregnancy and birth

The Taiwanese theologian C.S. Song describes the reconciliation God has 

made possible in this world using the image of a womb. For him, the suffer-

ing of Asian people through conflict requires an image of hope and this is 

found in biblical images of God’s planting a seed of life in the barren womb. 

The barren womb is, in human terms, past all hope, but for God all things 

are possible. For Song, then, the miracle of Sarah, Abraham’s wife, conceiv-

ing a child in old age (Genesis 17.15-11; Hebrews 11.11), is symbolic of the 

seed of renewed hope and possibility for Unreconciled Asian people. 2

If we take this concept further and develop it, we can see that reconcili-

ation in the mission of the Church requires first an understanding that God 

desires to bring order into our disordered world and invites our help to do 

it. The barren woman, who longs for a child, is a type of the Unreconciled. 

1 These are: to proclaim the Good News of the kingdom; to teach, nurture and baptise 

new believers; to respond to human need by loving service; to seek to transform unjust 

structures of society; to respect the integrity of creation and to sustain and renew the earth. 

Interestingly, the latest, sixth ‘mark’ introduced in 2010 expressly includes reconciliation: 

‘To work for peace‐making, conflict resolution and reconciliation’.

2 See, for example, C S Song, (1979) Third Eye Theology: Theology in Formation in Asian 

Settings (Mary Knoll, NY: Orbis Books ). (1986) Theology from the Womb of Asia , 

(MaryKnoll, NY: Orbis Books) 16 Unreconciled?
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(and kept our MUCH needed tourist money coming in for them) as they were so 
good to us. This has taught me that humanity is not that bad (something that can 
be VERY hard to remember living in London).Coming back I have had many different emotions, however if I remember the 
beauty of spirit that has been shown I can raise a smile. Very important. Love and courage to everybody who has survived and all the support to those 
that need it. 

Justin @http://www.tsunamistories.net
The tremendous response that people are capable of in time of suffering, 

war or disaster, not to mention in the smaller tragedies that affect people in 
their own homes, show that it’s really not the human way to say ‘what’s the 
point?’ and turn our backs on it. In the book of Job, we see a human being 
endlessly tested in this way. Ruin and disorder wreck Job’s life, but he refuses 
to give up and die: ‘I will hold fast my righteousness, and will not let it go; 
my heart does not reproach me for any of my days’ (Job 27.6). This is because 
human beings are capable of looking further than immediate experience, 
no matter how desperate, and carry the hope of a better future. Despite his 
afflictions and miseries, Job refuses to cast himself into despair. Towards 
the end of the book, God reveals to him a picture of the magnificence and 
wonder of the world we are incapable of recreating by ourselves and within 
which human beings have a particular and beloved place. Only by enter-
ing into this mystery can Job emerge on the other side of his suffering and 
rebuild his life.

Like Job, we are also aware that damage and disorder occur in the way 
we live our lives despite the best laid plans of mice and men. The clear 
vision we would like to live by gets muddied. Dreams never materialise, 
lies get told, relationships break down, a child dies, the clarity of faith 
wavers, people are betrayed, mistreated, or ignored. For anyone involved 
in ministry, these things are part of the ministerial task: pastoral care, 
counselling, comforting, helping and praying in the face of the dream of a 
happy, peaceful life that one day got shattered. But this is also part of the 
general Christian task, to build, create, redeem, make new. Once we know 
ourselves as Unreconciled, we can also be certain that we are endowed with 
the capability to make a difference, change the world and seek redemption. 
How does this happen, and what effect does it have on the world around 
us? Further, what about those people who are trapped in a state where none 
of those gifts can be used?

More than cleaners
In the film Bruce Almighty, God (played by Morgan Freeman) is a humble 
and overlooked cleaner, quietly and eternally sweeping up human mess, 
while Bruce goes out squandering his power on his own petty and selfish 
wants. When most people think about the word ‘reconciliation’, they often 
tend to think of it as what is required to address damage; like Morgan 

Freeman’s God, they imagine rolling up their sleeves to clear up endless 
heartbreaking mess. The word reconciliation comes from the Latin recon-
ciliare, from conciliare which means to ‘bring together’. In typical use it 
means to restore friendly relations between, to make or show to be compat-
ible, or to make someone accept a disagreeable thing. So when people use 
the word reconciliation they mean to put differences away and to make up; 
it means to heal a breach, to get two people talking again, to mend a broken 
part in a relationship. In this sense, we always assume the damage first, the 
breakdown that needs to be repaired. We look at our dropped soup and 
wonder how we are going to clear up the mess. However, the theological concept of reconciliation has more to it than 
this and because it is more than mere repair, it is both a prophetic act and 
a profoundly missionary event. This aspect of reconciliation is often over-
looked by Christians, not least those involved in mission. We start thinking 
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